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Important Information on Athletic Insurance Coverage

Parents Please Review
    This information has been compiled to give you a better understanding of your son /daughter’s insurance coverage while participating in intercollegiate athletics at The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College (UTB/TSC). It also contains useful information regarding your family’s HMO or PPO policy while your son/daughter is away at school. In the event that your son/daughter suffers an injury as direct result of his/her participation in an official team athletic activity (practice, game, or travel), coverage of medical expenses incurred will be processed in the following order:

1. Student-Athlete’s primary insurance policy (parent’s policy or purchased policy)
2. Athletic Department’s secondary insurance policy
3. Catastrophic insurance plan
1. Student-Athlete’s primary insurance policy:  (Every student-athlete is required to have primary care insurance in order to participate; he/she must provide documentation.) In the event a student-athlete suffers an injury during participation, medical expenses will be processed first through the student-athlete’s primary policy. If your primary policy is an HMO or PPO, it is imperative that you check with your insurance company regarding out of area/network coverage for your son/daughter while he/she is away at school. Many companies can set your son/daughter up on a “student status”, thereby extending their coverage from your home area to cover them while they are away at school. If not, there may be an additional rider available for purchase that will extend your son/daughter’s coverage out of area. For HMO policies, check with your company regarding changing your son/daughter’s Primary Care Physician (PCP) from a physician at home to one in the area where he/she will be attending school. If needed, the athletic trainer can assist with this selection. Both these steps will prove invaluable when seeking care in the event of an illness or accident involving to your son/daughter. 
International student-athletes: Please carefully review the terms, conditions, and restrictions of your travel and/or homeland policy in order to gain a thorough understanding of your out of country coverage. If you have any questions or are unsure of your coverage, contact your insurance representative. 

(All international students must have health insurance with the following requirements to register for UTB/TSC courses: Medical evacuation ($10,000.00), repatriation (minimum $7,500.00), and major medical ($100,000.00). All international students will be automatically charged for comprehensive health insurance every semester at the time of registration. If the student has comprehensive health insurance he/she must provide documentation and a wavier to the Office of International Students.)

2. UTB/TSC Athletic Department’s secondary insurance policy: Once expenses have been filed with the student-athlete’s primary policy, remaining expenses are filed with the athletic department’s secondary policy. The athletic trainer will help coordinate the processing of claims. 

The athletic secondary excess insurance policy does not cover: illness of any sort, injuries occurred outside official athletic participation, eye exams, glasses, contacts, or dental work (unless as a direct result of an athletic injury to a sound and natural tooth.)

3. Catastrophic Plan: This plan is in place to provide benefits to those students who sustain injuries during a sanctioned intercollegiate competition that result in irrecoverable loss of physical or mental capacity. This coverage is in excess to the athletic department policy’s $25,000 maximum benefit.

As much as athletic participation is a shared responsibility, so is the responsibility for providing adequate insurance coverage for your son/daughter. If you do not carry a primary policy through your employer which covers your son/daughter, you will need to add them to your policy or purchase a short term policy which covers major medical and injuries while away at school. The University’s athletic policy does not cover illness, or accidents that occur in the dorms or off campus. It is important to note that even with primary and secondary coverage; all involved plans may not always cover everything. With this in mind the University or The University Athletic Department will not be responsible for any payment not covered by the applicable insurance polices. The student-athlete is still ultimately responsible for those charges incurred on his/her behalf. If you have any questions, please contact me at (956)-882-8925 or at marty.castillo@utb.edu.
Sincerely,

Marty Castillo, L.A.T.

Head Athletic Trainer
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Injury and insurance inforamtion

To parents/ guardians of student-athletes at beginning of fall semester:

1. Complete Athlete Information Form and provide a copy of primary insurance card.

2. Notify UTB/TSC Athletic Trainer of any changes to insurance coverage within the year.

Address:



The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College

80 Fort Brown



Cortez 231



Brownsville, Texas 78520



Athletic Trainer: Marty L. Castillo- (956)882-8925 or (956)372-9847

What to do if an injury occurs to a student-athlete during the year:

1. Notify the Coach and Athletic Trainer immediately of any injuries from practices, competitions, etc...

2. At the time of injury, the athletic trainer will determine what the doctor/provider to send the athlete to for treatment, in the Brownsville area based upon primary coverage. The Athletic Trainer will notify the doctor/provider of primary insurance coverage. 

a. If an injury occurs on a Friday or before a holiday, and the athlete goes home and seeks treatment, the Parent/Guardian will need to follow primary insurance guidelines and regulations in order to seek treatment. 

b. If primary insurance guidelines are not followed, UTB/TSC’s athletic insurance will not be liable for any charges incurred. 

3. The athletic trainer will complete a “Claim Form” and send it to the college’s insurance agency for processing. 

4. As the parent/guardian receives Explanation of Benefits (EOB) from primary insurance and the EOB states that not all of the charges were paid, send copy of EOB to the athletic trainer

I understand and acknowledge that The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College is not responsible for any expenses not covered by the primary or secondary insurance agencies; incurred as a result of injury or illness arising from participation in UTB/TSC Athletics.

__________________________
___________
 
__________________________
__________
Student-Athlete’s Signature

Date


Parent/Guardian’s Signature               Date

       (Required)






(Required)
PAGE  
Revised 5/2009

